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H.R. Rep. No. 182, 52nd Cong., 1st Sess. (1892)
52D CONGRESS, } 
1st Session. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ESTATE OF BLUFORD WEST. 
{ REPOR'L' 
I No.182. 
FEBRUARY 6, 1892.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and orde1·ed 
to be printed. 
Mr. PEEL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the follow-
ing 
REPORT: 
[To accompany H. R. 5498.] 
Your committee, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1878) for the 
relief of the estate of Bluford West, deceased, having had the same 
under consideration, beg leave to submit the following report: 
This is a claim against the Cherokee Nation for valuable saline. (salt 
works) belonging to the decea.Red in his lifetime, and which was ap-
propriated to the use of the Cherokee Nation by act of the Cherokee 
council in 1843. For a perfect understanding of this claim it is well to 
say that in an early day about one-third of the Cherokee people then 
residing east of the Mississippi River emigrated to the west and settled 
in the then Territory of Arkansas. 
In 1828 this branch of the Cherokees entered into a treaty with the 
United States in which they relinquished their home in Arkansas and 
accepted an undivided interest with their brethren (who were still east) 
to what is now the Cherokee country, where they now live; in other 
words, the Cherokee country by the treaty of 1828 was given to all the 
Cherokees both east and westjointly. Tho:::;e that came first were and 
are yet called" Old Settlers, or Western Cherokees," of which Bluford 
West was one, and, being well advanced in civilization and being ambi-
tious and energetic, he made large and valuable improvements on sa-
line or salt wells in the Cherokee country. In the meantime the remain-
der of the Cherokees sold their poRsessions east of the Mississippi River 
and joined their kindred in the Cherokee Nation, where they have re-
mained ever since. 
This last lot were called the Eastern Cherokees, and, being much more 
numerous, soon took control of the Cherokee government. Bluford 
West, the claim aut, being an Old Settler, or Western Cherokee, was in 
the minority, but had bestowed a large amount of labor and money in 
developing this valuable salt mine, and was in a fair way to amass a 
large fortune out of this property, when in 1843 the Cherokee council 
passed an act declaring all salines in their Nation to be the com-
mon property of all, and ordered that the Nation take possession of 
them, have them valued, and paid for. Upon that authority Binford 
West, with others, was dispossessed and deprived of his entire estate 
in this valuable saline. West, doubtless feeling that great injustice had 
been done him, came at once to Washington and laid his grievances 
before the Government, and whilst here sickened and died, but in re-
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spouse to hi8 complaint Geu. R. Jones, U. S. Army, issued the follmY· 
ing order: 
Capt. N. BOONE, First Dragoons: 
FORT GIBSON, Janua1·y 8, 1845. 
SIR: You will rep~Lir, without unnecessary delay, to the two salines formerly oc-
cupied by Capt. John Rogers and Bluford W"est, for the purpose of making such ex-
amination of the premises as may enable you to estimate nml l'l'port to the CommiR-
sioners the value of the improvements at each saline, abont tlte t,ime that they were 
dispossessed of the premi~es in 1844, uncler the proviRionR of tlw Cherokee lav.--s rela-
tive to the reservation of salines as nati.onal property. You will please to make your 
report so as to make your estimate of valuation untler' separate heads, as follows: 
I. Improvements of the farm, as-
(1) Dwelling house and outhouses. 
(2) Clearing wood la,nd. 
(3) Fencing of fields. 
(4) Breaking up prairie land. 
(5) Digging and walling fresh-water wells. 
II. Improvements and materials necessary for erecting and carrying on salt works, 
as-
(1) Troughs or cisterns for holding water. 
(2) Digging anil walling the furnaces. 
(3) Sheds over furnaces. 
(4) The salt kettles. 
(5) Wagons, etc. 
(6) Necessary buildings attached to the salt establishments. 
(7) The digging and boring for water, if not a natural saline. 
(8) Pipes for conveying the same. 
Take special care to ascertain whether either saline reservation ue natura] or arti-
ficial, and, if the latter, whether without the obtaining of water by the process ofboriug 
by private enterprise (late occupants) the saline could in equity have been claime1l 
as a national reservation under the Cherokee laws. 
You will also please to report whether Mr. West's premises have ueen taken poRses-
sion of by the Cherokee authorities or whether they be still occupied by himself or 
his family, and if so, ascertain the reason. 
Please let your report be submitted with as little ilelay as possible. 
I think it expedient a second officer should accompany you, and have accordingly 
directed Lieut. Kirkham to report to you. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, u.s. A., 
G01nmissioner. 
Capt. Boone, of the First Dragoons, being prevented by Rudden sick-
ness from proceeding to execute the above instructions, Capt. S. vVoods, 
Sixth Infantry, was substituted. For hi:::; very satisfactory report, see 
Appendix U, paper No.5, relative to "salines." 
(See pp. 75 and 76, Report Secretary of War, and Appendix U, paper 
No.5, relative to salines, Vol. 8, Senate Doc., second session Twenty-
eighth Congress.) 
In obedience to said order Capt. Woods and Lieut. Kirkham, of the 
Army, submitted the following report: 
FORT GIBSON, .Januat·y 13, 1845. 
GENERAL: In obedience to instructions received from you, dated Fort Gibson, Jan-
uary 8, 1845, Lieut. Kirkham and myself proceeded to the salines formerly occupied 
by Messrs. Bluford West and John Rogers, and made the examinations and valua-
tion of improvements required by our instructions, the result of which is submitted 
to you, and is as follows, viz: 
M1· West's impt·oventents. 
(1) One dwelling house a story and a half high, built of hewn logs; two good-
sized rooms with a passage betwee~ them; porches in front and rear; one 
room handsomely ceiled, and the whole house well finished. Considering 
the cost of lumber and building materials in that part of the country and 
the price oflabor, I think the cost of this house has been about __ -•.••• _. $2,000 
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MT. West's improvements-Continned. 
(2) One dining room aml kitchen adjoining, both good, hewn-log buildings, 
valued at ........................................................... _.... $500 
(3) Smokehouse, root house, negro house, a large log building, built for poul-
try, the whole valnNl at ........................................... _...... 200 
(4) A spring, about 200 yards from the house, with slight improvements, 
valued at .................. -... - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
(5) A well30 feet deep. (They stopped digging before they reached water, in 
consequence of the law of1843.) ThiH was valued at ...... _. __ . . . _........ 50 
(6) One corn house; stable 80 feet in length, with several diviRiom; in it; a 
small stable and stable yard, troughs, etc., valued at .......... ________ . . . . 300 
(7) Eighty-senn acres of prairie land, the breaking and :fPJH'illp; of whieh, 
fi·om the information we obtained, we considered worth $5 per acre, the 
whole amouuting to .... _ .......................................... _...... 435 
(8) Thirty-fiye acres of cleared woodland, fencing, etc., at $10 lH'l' ac·n' . __ . _. 350 
(9) Yard about the dwelling house, potato patch, gardeu, graf\s plat, etc., 
about 9 acres in all cleared land, valued at.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . 190 
(10) Fruit trees, 200 in number, 37t cents each ........ ---· ... ---.---........ 75 
'l'he total of the valuation of the improvement::; 011 the farm amounts to. 4,125 
Improvements on the "saline." 
(1) The shed for the furnace is 90 feet in length. The trough or cistern is 64 feet 
in length, 4t feet in diameter. It was a solid log hollowed out. This trough supplied 
fifty-two kettles with water. There was considerable excavation and walling re-
quired for the adjustment of the furnace. A salt house stands adjoining the shed, 
the whole of which was valued at $300. 
(2) Eight hundred feet of pipes for conveying water, valued at $200. 
(3) Close to the well there are two buildings that are intended for the residenceA 
of workmen, with the outhouses about them; a blacksmith's shop; a building that 
was used as a salt house; a large shed; the whole valued at $250. 
(4) The well is dug 125 feet deep, 10 feet from the top through gravel, anil t1H' re-
maining 115 feet were ronde by boring through solid rock. The first 10 feet of the wen 
is 10 feet square, wailed up with logs, and then a frame set in, leaNing a space he-
tween it and the logs filled up with dirt. The boring through the rock was 2k inc·hes 
in diameter. 
Some of the workmen are now there. The blacksmith says they were employeil 
the greater part of two years in completing it, with generally four hands employed 
to work at the well and a blacksmith to keep the augers and boring appamtns in 
repair. When they struck the vein of water that supplies the well, a pipe was fitted 
tightly in the rock, extending above the level of the grouncl around the well 15 feet, 
a point to which the water rises and issues in a jet of an inch in diameter. 
Mrs. West and many gentlemen of whom we mafle inquiry, say that Mr. West has 
frequently declared, in their presence, that his expenditures on these salb works 
were at least $6,000. 
Everything about the well and furnace is in a llecayed con<litiou, from heing left 
unoccupied, and no care being taken of them; no doubt in consequence of the Jaw 
preventing Mr. West from continuing the manufacture of salt. 
The well itself is in a good condition; the pipes are also goo<l-many of them 
thrown out of place. Everything shows that the works were once complete and in 
full operation. 
In 1841 Mr. West sold the kettles tha.t had brrn in use, in consequence of an <'n-
gagement for a partnership between himself :mel Mr. David Vann in ~arrying on the 
salt works. Mr. Vann had gone to the cast to purchase new metal, nnd this Mr. 
West was expecting. Mr. Vaun, how<'Yer. <·hanged his mind, and refnsed to engage 
in the hnsiness with Mr. West, and did not purchase the kettles. ::\Ir. \Yest then 
made arrangl'mcnts to pnrchase the kettles and continue the work himself, ·when 
the law paRse<l, in 184.3, prohibiting private individuals from working salt works 
that were made by law the property of the nation, this saline bdng one. 
We think it would be fair to estimate the labor, money expended, and what Mr. 
West has been deprived of in not working this saline, at $5,000. 
We have examined the grounds about this well, and see nothing to induce the be-
liefthat this saline would have been of any value but for the improvements that. Mr. 
West has made. There is nothing that wouhl have shown it a saline, but a "lick," 
whiC'h was probably a resort for numerous henls of cattle, which, to an almost equal 
extent, is found in many other parts of the country. Mr. West's labor and enter-
prise has made valuable what before was of no value. \Vhen he first commenced he 
dug fom· wells to the depth of 10 feet and struck the rock; he succeeded in getting 
H.Rep.l-3~ 
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some water, but not sufficient to justify much expenditure; but patient, persevering 
industry developed a valuable spring that we do not think the nation had any right 
to appropriate, and that in taking it away from Mr. West he should be allowed for it 
what it is worth, without regard to cost. 
The percentage of salt in this water is not known, nor have we any means of esti 
mating it; but we have been informed how it compares with the water of other oa 
lines. The water at the Union Mission is considered superior, but the water at the 
Grand Saline, occupied by Mr. Lewis Ross, inferior. 
Mr. Ross gives a rent for the Grand Saline of $1,600 per year, for ten yean;. l\lany 
persons have told ns that Mr. West's saline would have rented for the same, hacl it 
been in the market. We therefore think that in dispossessing him of the benf'!its 
of his own labor, he should be allowed $15,000 for his claim on this saline. We had 
reported to us that Mr. ViTest had cut for his furnace 900 cords of wood, that, l1ad rot-
ted, and he en of no senice to him; this we did not examine, as it was spread a bout 
over the country, and we thought we could safely allow him for 600 cords; this, at 
50 cents a corcl, what it cost, would be $300. 
Our estimate of the value of his improvements on the farm and the actual expend-
iture on the well would be $9,425; and if the value which we consider has been gi,·en 
to the saline by Mr. \Vest's lauor-and without this it had no value-be ac:l<led, which 
we have put clown at $10,000, onr valuation, including everything, will amount to 
$19,425. 
We found Mr. West's family occupying the improvements on the place, hut Acemed 
to be uncler the constant expectation of being removed under the provisionr,; of the 
law of 1843. The agent for the nation appointed to value the improvements on sa-
lines went to this place in 1844 to make a valuation, in order to remunerate the owner, 
take possession, and lease the saline, but neither Yalued, took possession, nor leased 
the saline. We are told that he gave as a reason why he did not that the improYe-
ments were too valuable to be paid for by the Cherokee Nation, and this we have bad 
from too many and too good authority to doubt. This saline has a good body of laud 
immediaJel~- around it and a great abundance of wood, and is witl1in 1t miles of 
Grand Hiver. 
Respectfully submitted. 
. S. \Voons, 
Gen. R. JONES, 
Captain, Sixth Infantry. 
Commissioner, F01·t Gibson, Cherokee Cmwf1·y. 
(See pp. 107-109, Report of Secretary of War, Senate document, vol. 
8, second Ression, Twenty-eighth Congress.) 
From the fo:regoing it will be seen that Gen. ,ToHes ordered the 
improvements of the farm to be apprah;ed first and separately from the 
saline. From the report it will be seen that Capt. Wood and Lieut. 
Kirkham did appraise the improvementH on the farm :qrst atl(l. 
separately trom the saline proper; that they appraised the improve-
ments on the farm at $4,125. And it will also be seen that said Army 
officers appraised the saline proper with its appurtenances at $15,300, 
aggregating $10,425. 
At thi~:; time, or soon thereafter, there was great disturbance amongst 
these people, growing out of demands that both factions, i. e., the "Old 
Settlers,'' or Western Cherokee, and the Eastern Cherokees had against 
the Government, and conflicting demands and interest between them-
selves. So great was this disturbance that many lives were lost attd 
much property destroyed. In order to quiet these people and to settle 
these various and conflicting interests the treaty of 1846, which treaty 
is a memorable one iu the history of these people, was called. Amongst 
other things, the seventh article provides that all salines, the priYate 
property of individual Western Cherokees, of which they had been 
dispossessed, should be returned or paid for by the Cherokee Nation. 
(See 9 Stat. L., 874.) 
It may be asked why was not this property either returned or ap-
praisecl and paid for as provided in the seventh article of the treaty of 
1846, recited in the preamble of the bill. The answer to that is easy. 
Some years after the w~r the chief appointed one D. ·w. C . Duncan to act 
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with the then agent of the Cherokee Nation. They made an investiga-
tion and found that the heirR of one Jobn W. West (who was a brother 
to Bluford West, deceased) were entitled to one-third interest and 
asRessed it at $5,000 with 5 per cent interest from date of sejzure by the 
nation and so report<•<l to the Department. Bills have at various times 
been introduced in Congress to pay this claim, but upon careful inves-
tigatiou both the Committee iu the Senate and Honse on Indian Affairs 
re,ie<·te<1 ~aid daim for want of merit, therefore, said rom mission made no 
investigation or report as to the claim of Bluford ""'" e~t agaiu 't the 
Cherokee Nation, notwithstanding they were selected for that purpose 
and that only. . 
Yonr rommittee have carefully examined all the papers and records 
to be had in the case, and have heard the delegates of the Cherokee 
Nation in behalf of the Nation, and there is no claim or pretense on their 
part that the saline property or any part thereof was ever returned to 
either Buford vVest in his lifetime or to his legal representatives since 
his death, and aU the payment we :find was made to Nauey J\farkham, 
the widow of the said vVest, deceased, amounting to $1~,000, for her home 
improvements ac~joiniug the West saline. Under the law:-; of the Cher-
okee Nation, upon the death of the husband, the widow, if any, ~nrvives 
to the home improvements. NaucyJ\Iarkbam, formerlyNancyWm;t, as 
the widow of Bluford West, deceased, was entitled to recover from the 
Cherokee Nation pay therefor, which it seems Rhe collected. 
The delegates seem to think that the $1~,000 1)aid the widow was 
intended to be in full for the entire estate, but the reconls and the evi-
dence show eonchmively that such was not the case. \Ve:-;t haviug died 
when Gen. Jones issued his order to have the home f~um improve-
nwnts amH'aised separately, aud tlwy being apprai:-;ed ,'eparately within 
tlwmselves, show that the home improvements were treat<>d as the R<.~p-
.arate property of the willow, and in keeping· with this the account of 
the widow against the Nation upon wllirh this payment was made is 
fin' her improvements, ~Hljoining the ·vve~t saline, fbllowing th<.• ap-
pmiRement made by Capt. Wood and Ijient. Kirkham; besides we find 
the :-;worn statement of tlle elaimaut (Naney Markham, as administnt-
trix of the estate of Bluford \Vest, cle<'ease<l), Joel l\f. Bryan, au old 
aiHl rPspected <~itizen of that eountry, aucl Dennis \V. BushyLPad, <'X· 
ehief of the nation, an<l now a delegate before tl1is OongTess, showing 
conclusively that not 011e dollar has ever bP<.'n p:.dd 011 the Blntiwd 
\V<>st saline proper, whid1 Hworn statement:-; are herewith appmHle<l, 
marked lDxhibit A. 
It will be ob:-;erved that the farm improvements for which the widow 
was paid $12,000 was only appraised by \iVood and K.irkham at $4,125. 
The appraisement and a<'count of the widmv agree, but differ gl'eatly 
in the amount. Claimant accounts for this by sttying· that several years 
had elapsed from the date of appraisement and <lat<.> of payment, and 
that a large young orchard had become grown, bearing trePs, and un-
completed barnR had been :finished by her, and that her settl<>ment 
was baRed upon the valuation of her :-;eparate property when payment 
wa:-; made. If this be true, and we find nothing to contradict it, at 
least the evidence and records show conclusively that notbjng was paid 
on the saline proper, which was separately appraised by "\Vood and 
Kirkham at $113,300, it mnst be so. 
And aH all elaims again~t the Governnwnt growing· out of the treaty 
of 184G, as well as individual claim:-; of \Vestern Cherokees ag·aim:;t tl1eir 
own nation, have borne 5 per cent interest, your eommittee <·onld well 
find that the Cherokee Nation should pay to the estate of Bluford 
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West, deceased, the snm of $15,300, tlw appraiRed vahw of the saline 
proper, as made by Capt. "'rood and T.Jieut. Kirkham, with 5 per 
cent interest from elate of award; and if what your committee has 
recited was an the evidence in the case, we could find nothing else; 
but it appears from the sworn statement of one Bluford Alberty and 
H. D. Reese, both being very worthy men, and the latter a very promi-
nent one, that tl1e agent of the Cherokee Nation, who was appoiuted 
by the Nation under the acts of their council to take possession and ap-
praise the various salines appropriated to the public use did himself 
appraise the saline in controversy at $24,000. 
Your committee have concluded to adopt the Nation's own appraise-
ment and then allow them tbe full benefit of the $12,000 paid the widow, 
thus leaving a balance of $12,000, instead of $15,300, due the estate. 
'.rhe sworn statement of Alberty and Reese is herewith appended and 
marked Exhibit B. This gives the Nation full credit for all they claim 
they have ever paid and fixes the value of the entire property at what 
their own agent said it was worth, 5 per cent interest being the 
rate the Government has always paid the CherokeeR on their trust 
fund; and inasmuch as the Cherokee ~ation has been receiving 5 per 
cent interest from the Government on the very money they should 
have paid Bluford West, they can not complain at paying that rate on 
this long-deferred debt; in other words, bywitbholdin~the ba.lanre clue 
West on their own appraisement, they have received from the Govern-
ment the same amount of interest that the substitute requires them 
to pay on this demand. Besides, under the treaty of 1846, out of w bich 
this claim grows, interest has been allowed by Congrms and by the De-
partments on all claimR, both publie and private, at that rate. 
Finding that the legal representatives of Bluford West, deceased, 
have diligently prosecuted this claim against the Cherokee Nation at 
all proper times and upon all prop~r occasions, as admitted by the del-
egates of said nation, we see no reason why this long-deferred demand 
should not be paid with interest, as above stated. Therefore we report 
the accompanying substitute for the bill referred to us and recommend 
that it do pass. 
CHEROK1!m NATIO~, IND. T., 
Tahlequah District: 
Personally appeared before the undersigned, Mrs. Nancy Markham, to me well 
known, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was present when the PnitNl 
States Government officers (Capt. Wootl and Lieut. Kirkham) valued the Bluford 
\Vest saline. 
John \V. \Vest never put in his appearance before the valuing agents, to there 
claim any interest in sai<l Binford West saline. 
I was paid for my home improvements acljoining the Bluford West saline; but 
there was not paid to me or anyone else one dollar for the saline 11roper. 
NAXCY MARJCHAM, 
Administmtrix of the estate of Bl1~j'ord West, deceased. 
Sworn to before me this 19th Noveruber, 1889. 
[SEAL.] ALLEN Ro~H, 
Glerlc, T. D. C . .N., Ind. T. 
ExEcenvE DEPARTi\m~T, CHEROKEE NATION, 
Tahlequah, Noven~ber 19, 1889. 
I hereby certify that Mr. Allen Ross, whose name is affixed to the within as clerk 
of Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation, is and was at the time of signing the same, the uuly 
elected and acting clerk of said district, and that the siguature is in his own hand-
writing, and as such clerk all his acts are entitled to credit. 
Witness my hand and seal of the Clierokee Nation. 
[SEAL.) JOHN L. ADAIH. · 
Executice Secreta1·y. 
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CHEROKEE NATION, IND. T., 
Tahlequah Dist1·ict: 
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· Personally appeared before the undersigned, clerk for the above district, J. M. Bryan, 
who makes the following statement: 
I am now over eighty years old; have been a bona fide citizen of this nation fifty-
seven years. I have lived near the Bluford West saline over fifty years, and per-
sonally knowing to the operation of said saline by Bluford West in his lifetime; and 
I never heard of John W. West having any claim or interest in the Bluford West 
saline until many years after the death of Bluford West. 
Nancy Markham (now) was the widow of Bluford West, deceased, and she was 
paid $12,000 for her home improvements, adjoining the Bluford West saline, by the 
Cherokee Nation; but in that payment not one dollar was valued or paid for the 
saline proper, as under the Cherokee laws, at the death of a husband, the home 
improvements belong tei the widow; and there never has been one dollar paid by the 
Cherokee Nation, to Nancy Markham, or to Nancy Markham, administratrix of the 
estate of Bluford West, deceased, or to any one else for the Bluford West saline. 
Sworn to before me this 19th November, 1889. 
[SEAL.] 
J. M. BRYAN. 
ALLEN Ross, 
Clerk, T. D. C. N., Ind T. 
EXECUTIVE DJ~PARTMENT, CHEROKEE NATION, 
Tahlequah, November 19, 1889. 
I hereby certify that Mr. Allen Ross, whose name appears to the within affidavit, 
is and was, at the time of si~ning the same, the duly elected and acting clerk of 
Tahlequah district, in the natiOn aforesaid, and that his signature is in his own hand-
writing, and that all his official acts as such clerk are entitled to credit. 
Witness my hand and seal of the Cherokee Nation. 
[SEAL.J 
CnEROKEE NATION, 
Tahlequah District: 
JOHN L. ADAIR, 
Exec~tti,ve Secretm·y. 
Personally appeared before me, Allen Ross, clerk of said district, Dennis W. Bushy-
head, ex-chief of the Cherokee Nation, who, being qualified, makes the following 
statement, to wit: That he was trea~;urer of the Cherokee Kation in 1873, when coun-
cil made an appropriation of $12,000 for the benefit of Mrs. Nancy Marcum, which 
amount she was paid in full. After he became principal chief of the Cherokee N a-
tion he found on file in the executive office a schedule of property adjoining the Blu-
ford West saline, for which council made the appropriation of $12,000 for the benefit 
of Mrs. Nancy Marcum. He served as treasurer of the Cher0kee Nation for ei~ht 
years, ii·om 1871 to 1879. He also served as principal chief from 1879 to 1887, durmg 
which time he knows of no payment being made for the Bluford West saline proper. 
While principal chief he appointedD. W. C. Duncan to act for the nation as commis-
sioner, with the Hon. John Q. Tufts, United States agent, to investigate the saline 
claim of Bluford West, deceased. 
Pending the investigation J. M. Bryan, attorney for the estate of Bluford West, 
deceased, preferred charges against Commissioner Duncan, alleging that he and one 
Allen Gilbert were trying to prove that the heirs of John vV. West had an interest 
in said saline. Mr. D. W. C. Duncan was notified of said charges, but no investiga-
tion was had in the matter. 
Sworn to before me this 19th November, 1889. 
[SEAL.] 
D. W. BUSHYHBAD. 
ALLEN Ross, 
Cle1·k, T. D. C. N., Ind. T. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, CHEROKEE NATION, 
Tahlequah, Nove1nber 19, 1889. 
I hereby certify that Mr. Allen Ross, whose name is affixed to the within affida-
vit, is, and was at the time of signing the same, the duly elected and acting clerk of 
Tahlequah district, in the nation aforesaid, and that his signature is in his own hand. 
writing, and that as such clerk all his official acts are entitled to credit. 
Witness my hand and the seal of the Cherokee Nation. 
[SEAL.] JOHN L. ADAIR, 
Executive Se01·etary. 
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DEI'ART;'\1K~T OF THE INTElUOR, 
\)FFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIHS, 
Wai:ihington, D. C., .Ma1'ch, 1890. 
I, T. J. Morgan, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, do hereby certify that the papers 
hereto attached ::tre true and literal copies of the affidavits of B. W. Alberty: sworn 
to Ma)~ 24, 1880, and of H. D. Reesr, swom to December 16, 1880; ::tml of a eopy of a 
statl'meut made ::\'on·mlH'r 24, 1873, by J. M. Bryau, ('ertifit'd December 22, 1882, l1y 
.John L. Adair, assistant exccutin~ secretary of the Cherok<>e Kation, all COJH'ernh1g 
the saline of Blnfonl West, in Cherokee Nation, and the valuation placed thereon, 
as the same appear on :file in this office. 
CnEROKm~ NATION, 
Tahlerpwlt Dist1'ict: 
T. J. MORGAN, 
CO'Jnmiss ion e?'. 
Personally came before me, Allen Ross, a clerk in and for said district, Binford 
Albm·ty, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he has been acquainted 
with 1hs. Nancy Marcnm for many yt>arH, \Vho was the widow of Bluford West, who 
owned a saline in the Cherokee Nation prior to 1843, with extensive improvements; 
that in 1843 a law of the CherokcP Nation made and declared all salines the property 
of saiclnatio11, :lll(l pro,·ided tltnt tlw improvements made by private J)arties upon 
the saitl snlines s1wnl<l be paitl for by the Cl1erokee Nation; that in accordance with 
the provisions of tl1e l:mitllaw Madison Payne was appinted agent on the part of said 
llatiou to tn.ke possesbion of all tlw salines of the nation and cause them to be vttlued; 
that tlje said \Vest saline was duly taken possession of by the said agent, and the 
improvements were ntlne<l at $24,000; ;1.n<l that the said amount, or any part of it, 
waR not paid nutil after the late w:tr, when a p:n·tial payment was made thereon; 
:.11Hl that the aboYe-Ju(•ntionetl ~hs. l'\ancy Marcum is the only surviving heir of the 
said Blnfo)'(l \Vest :llHl ·wife, alHl is the lawful administratrix upon the said Bluford 
\Vest's Pstate. Further he saith not. 
B. \V. ALBERTY. 
Sworn to and snbscribed befoTe me on this the 24th day of May. 1880. 
[REAL.] ALLEN Ross, 
CnEHOJ\EE NATION, 
Tahlequah ])istl'ict. 
Clel'k 1£thlequah l)i.~fl'ict, Chel'okee Nation. 
PerRona]ly <"nme before the UJl(l(•rsi.gned, rleTk of tl1e above district, H. D. Rersc, 
who, being dnly swom, makes the following statement in relation to the Binford 
West sal inc: 
I am Hbout 59 years olcl; am <t Ch«>rokee; reside in the Cl1crokee Nation; was liv-
ing here wlwn the Cherokee Nation took possession of all salines by an act of the 
national conucil in 1843. 
James M. Payne was the agent of the nation. Bluford West's saline was taken 
with the others. 
The said agent was instructed to value all salines and make his report. Pay11e 
told me that lw l1:Ml Yalncd \Vest's Saline at $24,000, but that the nation could not 
affonl to take it, aH mmwy would be lost by it, the valuation being so high. The 
saline was not ta ko ·n by the nation at that time, nor was it returned to Bluford West, 
:nul all those Yalna ble improvements went to waste. 
[SEAL.] 
H. D. REESE. 
ALLEN Ross, 
Clerk Talt leq1wh Dist1·ict, C. N. 
I hereby certify that I have been personally acquainted with H. D. Reese for a 
good many years; he has held the office of school superintendent, treasurer of the 
nation, clerk of the senate, judge of Tahlequah district, and several other offices of 
trnst in the Cherokee Nation. 
Given under my hand and seal of office at Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation. 
[SEAL.] ALLEN Ross, 
Clerk T. D., C. N. 
DECEMBER 6, 1880. 
ESTA1'E 01'' llLUPORD WEST. 9 
Statement. 
TAHLEQUAH, Not:ernber 24, 1873. 
I nm and have been well acquainted with the Bluford West lick for forty years. 
In its original state it was a dry lick, but was improved and the water obtained by 
boring. 
I think that tho treaty of 1846 provided for the payment of these salines. 
I think that the West saline was valued about $20,000 or upwards, as provided for 
by said treaty. 
I think that all other salines were settled for by the nation except this; the saline 
I wa!> interested in was paid for. I received $1,050 for myself in the Lewis Rogers 
lick. 
J. M. BRYA.."'i. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, CHEROKEE NATION, 
Taltleq11ah, Deccrnbe1· 22, 1882. 
I hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of the statement of J. M. Bryan 
in reference to the Bluford West lick. 
[SEAL] JoHN L. ADAIR. 
Assistant Executive Se01·etm·y. 
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